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1. POPE FOANE, &. 
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THE | 


TORY 


'- Of the LIFE and DEATH of 


HE Nativity and Genealogy of ſome emi- 
5- "nent perſons, whoſe AQions affd. Fortunes 
' have rendred them Famous or Infamous to- 
future Times, are not unlikely compared 
to great Rivers, whoſe ſprings and Riſes are 
moſt commonly unknown, or very uncer- 


iÞ tain, becauſe of thoſe indifcernible conveyances and ſub+ 
{ terraneous hidden paſlages, and the unobferyableneſſe of 


thoſe little Brooks and Rivulets, that concurre to make up 
their ſwollen Channels; (one Reaſon why ſome choice 


Y men are challenged by feveral Countries to derive thence 


their Life and Originals) Befides the remarkable reſult 
of ſome perſons greatneffe, by ſtrange and ſecret progref- 
fions, do like a deluge or inundation carry all things ſo 
before them, beyond any reparation or recovery , and 
are of ſo ſudden violence, that they leave the World ra- 
ther i) wonder and amazement. - at. their effects, then 


afford any inquifition or poſſible knowledge of theis 
Cauſes, 
A 2 Fhis 
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This Wowan, or Sybilla Pontificia will appeare to be 
.one of thoſe grand Incognito's, as to any particulars of 
her Parentage and ExtraQion:; far -had* cen pofibly 
to beknown, who and-whencetbe wantthed—beenim. 
poſſible ſhe ſhould have been_ what ſlie was, © Te-will ſuf. 
ficetolay,that by the agreementand conſegt of many Pg. 
Pith Writers, who firſt broached this ſtory themſelves (ag 
jhall abundantly hereafter be declared and manifeſted 
in their ſeveral Telſtimonig hereanto added) and cannor 
be taxed or charged with Herefie or Schiſme,being writ- 
tai long before Luthers Reformation ; She is ha = oy 
that/Maſculige; Apgellation ſhe took andſſiyned co he 
ſelf like KnightEr *that change their formet/nartit 
when they commence their Martial Atchievments) up- 
on the begirining of her Meeturialt and Learned adven- 
rures. 

So.that ſhE"is kyown before. her advanicement to the 
Papalt Dignity,” by che name of Fohannes Anglus, or An- 
glicus — Fohn Engliſh of Mentz,, a City in _Gers 
Many Nanting cer the River of Rhine, the chiefe ſeat of 
ofie of the Fecleſiaftical Princes FEle@ors of thatf mpire z 
who is tiled and denominated of this place,well worthy of 
the Birth ir gave 'to this ſpirroggll Female Potentate 
though by this name,ſome Writers have been erfoneoully 
inditced'tochange her Country, and. to aſcribe her birth 
SST HELEN 

© She is conceived as by prefumptuous conjeRures it may 
be nizintained, to have been born abour' the year of the 
Incarnation $10, of very near thereabonts, of very mean 
Relations, buit of a' very great and a&tve Spirit, ſurmoun- 
ting the weakneſs &tratural defidiency & unprompticude 
of hit'Sex * dbHigedto- the ſpecial kindnefſes of Minerva, 
whoſe illuſtrious Graces were abated and dulled with the 
zoift inJuences of Yenns ;. whoſe maligne conjun&ion 
and interpofition* ſpoyled -all; and' made this Queen of 


” 


Sheba-after all her refearches and trayels for 'Wildome, a 


Concitbine and'a Strompet. | 
Her 


| 
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Her Friends neceſſies not able to maintain and (uſtaine 
her body, much lefſe Furniſh and Repleniſh her mind, 
which before her puberty longed infatgbly for the Ap- 
ples of knowledge, gave her eccaſion to bethink her ſelfe 
of removing from that unhappy and ' injurious condi- 
tion of her rehdence with her Friends, into another 
more favourable and Hoſpitall place, and co reſolve to 
that purpoſe to Travel and ſeek out ſuch a convenience, 
where ſhe might attaine her impatient deſires of being ac- 
- compliſhed in all the learned Sciences. 

She was grown to ſome maturity, when {ſie a&ted this 
deliberation and reſolution to effe&;a young man her La- 
verg,or rather Paramour offering his Company and kind- 
nefſe tothe expedition; and thereupon the determined 
tro diſguiſe her ſelf under the Counterfeit of the male Sex, 
and took thename abovelaid, and fo Accoutred and ac- 
companied began her Journey ; which after much wan- 
dring and peregrination, terminated at laſt at Athens,once 
thegreat-aud famous Lady and Miſtreſſe of all Literature 
and newly then reſtored to ſome degree of thoſe perfeQi- 
ons, for which in former times ſhe was molt delervedly 
celebrated and famed. | 

The Ruins of Antiquity (to which the Papall Right 
& opinions are beholding to for molt of their Traditions, 
and therefore not to be Argued by them in this Caſe a- 

ainſt the received Authorities for it)have lefc no exat in- 
| fours of her Converſation inthis Acadeiny ; nor indeed 
can further notice be taken or required of ſuch perſons 
of ſuch Excellence and Confummate qualities then by the 
moſt notable and eximious,, Conſpicunty and Demon- 
ſtration thereof, which gives credic like the Summe and 
groſs of great and wonderful ations, to their ſmall and 
gradational riſes. But becauſe chis Athens ſtory is made a 
grand exception and refutation of ijuch a thing. as Pope 
Foane, in the concluſion of chis eranſeripr and endeavour, 
chat and other objeRions ſhall be anſyered, 


This 
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This muſt be in the Interim aſſerted, that this Foane 
wasa great and fudden proficient in all the Studies of 
that place; nor i it thought ſhe ever attained to them b 
any Magick (of which withaut the cavil of any Prote= 
ſtant, ſome Popes have been Condemned ; as namely, Sy/- 
veffer the ſecond, whoſe Charafter as not ſo immediately 
neceflary to this work in hand may be forborn) þut by the 
courſe and ordinary method of the place, though by the 
unuſual extraordinary felicity of her parts, Nature and 
Ingenuity. 

But this debonarity of her intelletuals was not defzca- 
ted and freed from the ſoyls and pollutions ofher natu- 
rals and morals; the Records of her being in this place 
are not altogether filent what Ads ſhe kept in this Uni- 
verſity with her Enamenrato,though how ſhe paſt from the | 
Dignities and Honours here (as perhaps infamed and ſe- 
eretly withdrawn hence to avoid publique ſcandal) is not 
manifeſtly and evidently deſeribed. 

But that ſuch a perſon came to Kome from Athens,from: 
the Dame to the Ewpreſſe of the world (not to ſay from the 
Matron to the Proftitute) it wil be no difficulty to evince; 
and that this Pope Foane did- fie in Saint Peters Chaire, 
and performed all the Offices of that pretended Suprema- 

cy during that Papacy will be as little ; and when we 
have ſettled her m that Chazr, it will be no incongruous 
complement to bring herto Bed. And therefore we be- — 
take our ſelvs to Teſtimonies, wherein following my Auy 
thors Rule, I will uſe ſome part of their own Language in 
the Original Latine, and becauſe the” verity thereof 
depends upon number of Authentique witneſſes Cof their 
own party too,)) ] will not grudge the Reader my trou- 
ble, nor deceive him by any deligne ; and firſt we will 
mention the names of all ſuch Hiſtorians or other Writers 
that do maintain there was ſuch a Pope as Foan, and then 
thoſe of the Papal {ide, who eppugne and deny it. 

The maintainers of it are Marianus Scots, Sigebert,. - 
Gate-fridus, Viterbienfis, Fobannes de Pariſi, Martinus Po- 

| lonus, 


Pym Kd knw. ammc &41aþ0m cc wo 


'Y 


Dy ER + 
lonus, Petrarch, Boccace , LLLIE Ceſtrenſis, Fohannes 
Lucidus, Alphonſus E Carthagena , Theodovicus de'Niem, 
Chalcocondi1s a Grectan Writer, and Wernerus Kolerink, 
Plat ina, ( the chief and moſt reſented and quarrelled) 
Palmerius, Nauclerus, Sabellicus, Trithemins, Volateran, ' 
Bergomenſis, Schedel, Laziardus, Fulgoſus,Textor, an Epi- 
ſtle Written by the Univerficies of Paris, Oxford, and 
Prague, to all at Rome, Mantuan,Crantius, and Charanza, 
and a number more of the Papiſtical Fa&ion of all Naci- 


' ons : in ſhort, Oxvphrius himſelf, the great and firſt oppo- 


ſer of this Truth, confeſſeth 3 Multos & magui nomini 
viros, Hiftoriam hanc ſuſcipere,cam quoque vulgo veram ex- 
sftimari; that a great many men, and of great Fame doe 
receive this ſtory, and that among the vulgar itis believed 
for true. 
The other Antagoniſts beſides this Ouuphrius a Fryae 
who writ in One Thouſand five Hundre 1 fixty fix,& was 
the firſt Champion of them all, chough almoſt Seven Hun» 
dred years after the prank was plaid) were nolefſe then 
Cardinal Bel//armine, Cardinal Beroniue, and one Fleri- 
mundus a French:mex, . a fine quirking fellow, whoſe di(- 
pates like his Country Faſhions, were as gay and pretty, 
{o vain and ridiculous;but when the two great Cardinals, 
as any the Church of Rome {can boaſt « , applicd them- 
ſelyesto the ſtreſſe of the Controverfie, we may be ſure 
ſomething more then ordinary engaged their appearance; 
Nec deus interſit nift dignus vindice nodus. 

Come wenow tothe matter of fa&, and becauſe Platina 
in his lives of the Popes, an Hiſtorian of good Credit a- 
mong themſelves, being counted a moſt Learned man by 
Trithemins , hath fairly and equally delivered the ftory, 
we will ſhew it in his words—— Fohbannes Anglicus ex Mo- 
guntia oriundus malis artibus, &c. Pontificatum Adep- 
tus eft, mentitus enim ſexum cum femina eſſet,8&c. the whole 
Engliſh was thus, —— Fob: Exgliſh born at Mentz, got the 
Popedome, as men ſay, by evil Means; For he diſſembled bis 
Sex being a Woman indeed, and when ſhe was very yours 

'e 


(8) 
Tre went to Athens with a Scholar who was in Love with 
her, where by hearing of good Readers, all good Learning 
ſhe profited fo well, that when-ſhe came to Rome, ſhe had 
few fellows, but nevir a one her better. Now by reading 
and diſputing learnedly and wittily, ſhe got ſo much credit, 
that upon Pope Leo the F ourth his Death, ſhe was choſen in 
his\room (as Mattian writes) by. common conſent.” 

But withiti a while after ſhe-proved with Child by one of 
her own ſervants, and though. ſhe carried all cliſely: for « 
time, yet at length as fhe went to St. John Laterans, be= 
tween the Theatre, called the Collofſes - and'St. Clements, 
ſhefell in Travel, and\was delivered of a Child,'(a Boy) 
and ded in the place (others add ſhe was atſo buried' under 
that'flone or monnptent of this diſgrace) which was in the 


ſecond year, firſt monerh, and fourth day of her Raigne,and 


ſhe was biiried without any Solemnity, 

Lernot the Reader wonder at this her Aſſumption to 
the Mitre by reaſon of her Learning, forinthat- age 'very 
lictle-ſifficed the whole Conclave, 'and;e' \bigger'-place 
then'that', che whole werld, for a Pedant Granimarian; 
paſſed then for a! Sophy,, and 4'B C's were almoſt Ora« 
cles; Nay Be/larmize in return of this ſtory was not afraid 
of this happy luxariancy,as to'confels it in a more critica} 
and curious age,by way of Droll, upon Queen'Elizaberh, 
that the Church (meaning of England)had got a Woman 
alſo to her Head. | N ES 

[ omit other Confirmatiens of this Truth,” onely I ſhall 
particularize that ſhe ſucceeded Leo the” Fourth, 'in- the 
year $55, and was ſucceeded By Pope Benedi the Third; 
in 858. which anſwers the time above mentioned of two 
years and ſome moneths, and ſupplies that place which 
the Papiſts have endeavoured to continue from Leo to Be 
edif, though they juſile outa Pope Fohn by number 
the Eighth, (which name this Foane borrowed, as the Pai 
pall Cuſtom is upon their Ele&ion) and- mſtead of a Four 
and Twentieth, of that name- will not:reckon byta.three 
& twentiah ; imputing this their-falle'reckonihg,tothe im+ 

s piety. 
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piety of Fobn the Twelfth, whoſe ſtory we avoid z Onely 
thus much in Honour to the Name' may be added, that 
the reaſon why Foane and other her Succeſſors choſe this 
name, was for this reaſon out of the New Teftament—— 
There was « man ſent from God whoſe name was John z bur 
ſure there was nevera Woman of that name had any miſ- 
fion- But 1 will not too far anticipate my matrer. 

For to return, Joan having by her Learning, and the 
Fame ſhe had raiſed of her ſelf by her diſputations in the 
Schools, (whether the Nobles and great Perſonages reſor- 
ted )two years together,(a raricy in thoſe dayes,as before) 
aſcended the Chaire, did with no leffe gravity, ſeeming 
prudence and Authority, as well as Piety, behave her ſelf 
ro general good eſteeme and reſpe&; She Conſecrated 
and made Prelates, She ordained Presbyters and Dea- 
consz She Adminiſtred the Sacraments, and Finally all 
the Offices that pertained co the pretended High Prieft, as 
came in her way during the ſhort time of her Raign, 
ſhe executed in every reſpe& ; and this Cornelixe Agrippas 
a man much Commended by Pope Leo the Tenth, writ 
in a book of his ſolemnly priviledged by the Emperouc 
Charles the Fifth: | 

And this had been no great ſcandal to the Church of 
Rome, - who yet deny this to be true, and call for an ac-' 
count of her TranſaQions, with the Emperour or any o- 
eher Chriſtian Prince ; (as ic was then the Popes Faſhion 
to intermeddle with Temporal Aﬀairs, and to inaugu- 
race and Confirme Chriſtian Petentates) but her Raign 
was ſo ſhort, that no ſuch occurrence happened no more 


| . then in other Popes times, as Anaſtatine,dec. Withal Joan 


had other private buſineſs to mind, which might take 
her off from buſying her ſelf in thoſe wrangling mat- 
ters and angry Debates and Diſputes about power and 
juriſdifion. She had mancipated her (elf co ſenſualicy 
and Cupids Dominion,to the — embraces of _ own 

am- 


10 ) 
Chamberlaine, whom ſke Xo minded then all the Mo« 
narchs in. the world, I forbear out of reſpe& to the Ve- 
nerable Dignity of St, Peters Chaire, to menuon her libi- 
dinous converſe with that fellow any further, leaving 
them in thoſe abominable ſecrets,which need.a night. agd 
the darkneſs of oblivion to conceale and aboliſh them. 

It will ſyffice to the Ingenious Reader, that ſhe was im» 
pregnated by this fellow, and no other perſon made.pri- 
vy to the burden of her Belly , which through her 
Ignorance, or want of right Computation, or ſome preci- 
pitatangy of naturedelivered it (elf. in her pompaug pro- 
ceſſion from the Vatican, to St. Fobx of Lateran: bur 
with ſuch gain and ſpeedy Torment, that the Mitred Mo- 
ther died znſtantly thereof, and the Heir to the Popedome 
left ie.co her Succeflors at the ſame inftant, at theold xack 
rent of Si 1/40 . 

The Papifts here again cavil at the unlikelineſ(s- of this 
ſtory, for that none bur aged perſons are elefed to this; 
dignity, when they, have exceeded the yeary within which. 
this teeming may be ſuppoſed,and that by the ſmoothnelſ>. 
of her Face ſhe might likewiſe have been diſcovered; to 
the firſtit is anſwered, that ſeveral Popes have been ele-. 
Qed under the Ageof Forty, as Leo the Tenth, as Gregory 
the. Eleventh, and RBonifacethe Ninth, Fobx the Tardlful 
alixs Thirteenth, Bexed#7 theNimth; as to: the Reond, it 
was in thoſe times the Faſhion for the Clergy to ſhave 
themſelves: arid a+ men by ſhaving may make themſelves 
look like Women, ſo Women by often ſhavings may make: 
themf{e]ves.Jook like men, and therefore; there was:nt rea»: 
ſon they fhould ſuſpe& her:for. want of a-Beard, 

All the. City upon news. of this ſtrange. accident, . were: | 
in am2zcment, but the Clergy. recovering theovſelves one: 
of the ſtun and perplexity. theseofgcayſed her ito.be buried 
in the ſame. place inſtantly, whezeafier a, Marble Image 
was ſet pas a Monument chereot boron ſacatipls .whese 
the miſcarried; which monument was likewiſe to be ſeen 
within thele few years, even in Pays the Fifth his time $ 


repre- 
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repreſenting a Woman in Chiflbed, with a Boy or Inf:ne 
new born,which the ſaid Paw 2yintus threw into the Ty- 
ber,upon pretence,chat it cumbred the ſtreet : but intrath 
that he might extinguiſh the Memory of that ſhameful 
Fa@, andthis a Jefuite hath acknowledged, one Elias H aſ- 
ſen Muller, in his Hiſtory of the Order of Jeſuits. and of 
their Father and Mother, The like Image was ſet up a- 
mong the reft of the {mages of the Popes, in the reno vn« 
ed Church of Sieze (the birth place of this Pope Alexan- 
der the Seventh) in Italy, and was to be ſeen there within 
lefle chen Sixty years, (but thrown down by Pope Gle- 
ment the Eighth_) which the Biſhop of the place would not 
ſuffer to be defaced,atthe Jaſt' repayring of the Church, 
though ag? rem earneſtly preſs and requeſt him to 
deface it; like is in pitures 1n ſeveral Romiſh books- 
Now becanfe of that Marble Image ſtanding in one of 
the chief ſtreets of Rowe z the Popes when they go 'in pro- 
ceſſion, refuſe to go throngh thar ſtreet in deteſtation of 
the Fa&, and go further about; though to ſlur this re- 
marque alſo, the Papiſts ſay it is becauſe that ftreet is little 
and winding,and isnot roomy enough for the P, reat 
Train inſuch Solemnities : buc that's a meer hilt, Br as 
ſoon as ever by going into narrower Janes and circumam- 
bnlation, the Pope hath left the place of that Image be- 
hind him;he turns into the ſame ſtreet again,and proceeds 

dire&ly in his way- | 
' But of further evidences of the Truth hereof,the Chair 
whereon the Pope is ſet immediately after his Nomination 
and Ele&ionin the Conclave of the Cardinals is none of 
meaneſti1tis a Chair made like a Cloſe Stool, wherein he 
then firs before publication is made of his A ſumption to 
the papacy, which -th& loweſt 'Cardimal Dercon, (whoſe 
office it is)unidetfeeks terry if the Pope have Maie Genitals, 
and upon his beitig "certified thereof by artre&ation of 
them z he cries out tothe reſt — Mas nobis Dominus ef, 


5. e, we have'a 'Matito our Lord; lo juſtly fearful are they 


to have the fame tick put ypon them again, 
FT : of - This 
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This they likewiſe Se, think to evade, Florimon- 
dus laying, that the Pope fits therein,not ina Corner, but 
in the great Church of St.Leteran,whether all the World 
almoſt comes to ſee him, whe:e he is attended by the 
whole Colledge of Cardinals, and whereat there are ma- 
ny Embaſſadours of Kings and Princes, and ſo denyeth 
the prebation and Experiment made in the ſaid Con» 
clave; and further they alledge, that his ſitting in that 
Chair, is to put him in mind that he is not God but Man, 
in as much as he ſtands inneed of a Cloſe-/tool, as well as 
others : but no doubt there are more obvious agd plaj- 
ner admonitions tobe made uſe of to that purpoſe ; as 
King Ph:lip. of Macedon had a Boy, who every morning 
conttantly ſaluted him with this Note, Remember thou art 
Mortel ; but that this diſaſtrous and diſgraceful accident 
could by no common ordinary Memento, be reduced 
and hinted co their exaCeſt care and inſpeQion. 

As for their other gloſs of Bellarmines own framing - 
that the Pope is ſet on ſuch a Stool, ro fignific how he is 
raiſed from baſe Eſtate to ſupreme Honour,it is a meer fal- 
lacy, for the Popes for many years fince this Pope Foane 
have been choſen for the moſt part out of the Colledge of 
Cardinals: And the Cardinals Eftate is. not ſo baſe, as 
that he who from thence is advanced to the papacy can 
be truely ſaid to be taken in any fort from oft a Cloſe. 
ſtool ; For they are generally Princes Fellowes,(and our 
Cardinall IVoolſey, who was not aſhamed to prefix his own 
name before the Kings, loudly ſpeakes as much,) and 
Pope Sixtus Qnmtus affirmed, that the Height and ſplen- 
dour of a Cardinalſhip is equal to the Regall Dignity ; 
wherefore unlefſe ſome better Reaſon can be given, why 


the Popes are ſet on fach a ſtoo),which all popiſh Writers | 


cannot but acknowledge: ic muſt remain for certain,that 
in former times it was for proof of their Humanity, upon 

the accident aforeſaid. yo: 50 
All that hath hitherto. been ſaid hath been from their 
own Authoriges, I omit. what our JobuBule, and Ko» 
| bers 
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bert Barxes and other forrain reformed Writers have writ 
on this ſubjeR, - this being the ſum of all, for little more 
1s recorded of her Life. I muſt omit likewiſe what other 
ammadverſjons, exceptions and quarrels the Romaniſts 
make upon every of the aforeſaid paſſages thereof, as thac 
there were no ſchools at Atbens, whether ſhe is ſaid cohave 
relorted for learning, no more then at Rome, where it is 
 faid ſhetaughe publickly,all whicharelearnedly and with 
great reaſon refuted by that judicious Controverſiary,Mr. 
Alexander Cooke, Fain would the Romans be informed 
-of her parentage, which no queſtion in. that: ignorance, 
that clouded che world in that age,they made it. little la- 
. bour to fuppreſs and hide it-themſelves 3! but they may 
'very well co their ſatisfaftion and reſolution .inthis poinc 
be. contra-interrogated,' ' who was the firſt Father of 
Pope Higinus; or Denis, whoſe Genealogies and Coun- 
trey could not be found, as likewiſe Fobx the Nineteenth, 
Urbat the Friteth 'wae begotten by a Gobler , Fobn the 
Twenty fecond of a Botcher, Benedif# the Eleventh of a 
Lanndrefs, Bened:if the Twelfth of a Miller ,:|S#tus the 
Fourth of a Marriner, Adrian the ſixth'of a Brewer, Sixtus 


* @rintus of a Swineherd 3 Alexander the Fifth confeſſed 


he had no Friends, nor never ſaw any ſuch ; and fhnally 
there 1s ' nothing more omned in Hiſtories, 'then who 
were the Popes Fathers. - - he FIT 2 
They wilt indeed confeſſe,that all-chis ſmoke that hath 
been raifed was not without ſome Fire; for when they 
perceived they could not overthrow the:notoriety of-this 
ftory, they caſt about how to elude it ; and therefore they 
fay, that one Lies'arife out. of ſome Fruth, for .char Pape 
Fobn the Fwelfth,whom they confefſe to have -been ex+ 
traordinarily addifted co Women, among other Wenches 
that he kept had-one called Foare, who was all in all with 
him; and ruled the Roaſt ;-now the people perceivin 
what hand the-ligd over;him, termed her. Pope; and de(<. 
= him: whereupon aroſe this flander, ofa Pope Fean 5 
this was reinforced and ſeconded -by another; that; __ 
ROO 2 ge0 wa a. } oye, 
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ople had bim ſo much in derifion for' this eff:minaey, 
that they changed his nanze, and called him Foan; Both 
which ſhadows of Exeuſe or :Extenuation have diſcovered 
a moſt ſhameful:&ory to the reproach of the papacy, and 
yetof.no c, ctie&or advantage to this falſe ſagge- 
fton; A ion leud enough in the Authors, bur the 
ſubſtance of:ic far more leuder in the AQtors, 

The Fruths, the:papiſts would' rather hear of a hun- 
dred:/PopesNephews;though they be ſuch #s Caſer Bergie 
was tOAlexmander the fixthi,hisown natural Sonne, ticula- 
doed with thatdiſtanoed degree of Relation, then hear of 
this pope Mother and her.Son ;: which ſtory te avoid they 
\are Eifen to Fei 


,- to Forge, to Cog, to-play the Fook, * |' 


*and;in plain Engliſh'to lye all manner of lyes for the co- 
vering their ſhame inthbis; Qnuphriu, Hardong, Seundert, 
Cope, Genebrand, Bellarmine, Bernard:s, Florimondin, 
Papyrins Maſs, Baronins , Parſons and divers others 


have joyned hand mm hand, with purpoſe to carry this / 


Cauſe away. by ftrong hend;but-are fo <nitangled initgthet 


it is withthem as with Birds inthe Lime twigs, which Rick 
faſter in. by how much they liver the more to ger out, as... 


by chis time it doth appeer to.all reaſonable perſons. 
Ando we will diſmi6 this Lady of pleaſure, once like 
her ſeat of Roxe, the Empreſs: of the World, Meſfallixs's 
or Fauſtiaa's ſucceſſor unto ghe Brothell houſe, A rare head 
of the Chnreh thac could n& chuſe but be ſpoclefſeand 
undefiled by ſuch a conſpicuous blemiſh.in this female Bi» 
Stories are full of ſuch prelates, as have accoucred 


themſelvesin Martial habiliments,and changed cheir Cro» 


fier ſtaffe:for a __ anda Lance ; bur there is no ſuch 
ſhameleſſe record as-of this ſhe prelate, that c 
Saint Peters Keys to Sciffers, and the Sword to a Diltatie; 


and becauſe. }'am mentioning the abſurdity thereof, it 


will not be amifle to ſhew the inconveniences that.atten» 
ded the: Roman: Catholick Religion, by 'this Joapcs, bey 
irft; It will necefarily follow that the Church [geo 
ding us the papiſts Tenour is) onee hope headk . 
the 
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the Chyrois defined by them to bea company of Chri-' 
ſan men! wen Pra ege mder one Head, towir, 
the Pope; 'but ſhe was nopope, for a Woman is not capu- 
ble of Holy Orders, and could not play the pope; and' 
ſecondly, That Chureh by reaſon of her; muſt not beow« 
ned'as.arriisCharch; for wherethe lawfal- orderly en-- 
tire (without breach)-fitceefffon.of Biſhops: failerh, 'thac-' 
cannothbe &true Church, whichthe Roman Church ſuffe« 
red by reaſon of pope Jeants intervention berwixe Lev: 
the Fourth, and Benedithe Third; this will holdagainft 
den Ep ho tering Greer pr wiriyepj 
man Biſhops, who reckon no'imerruptienor vitrrreginuh”* 
| GR eg Apoftares, tathier** 
then Apoſtolical perſons, have ocenpietthui $/anh© 
that there have been many popes which came irregularly 
tothe papacy, and ſerved for no other purps6ſe then Cy- 
_ in Arithmetick to make up number; Yet this one 
oman pope ſpoyls the play and that pretence, for ſhe 


 cannotbe reckoned -any-way tobe Saint Peters- 


ſuccellor, - 
though we ſhould grant the ſucceſſion of («) Fifty popes *.©®791). 


together, who came in unlawfully, and governed as h4-fe- 
ma dly. ad annum 


Thirdly, It being proved there was ſuch a Pope, the po- 904. 


| ori may we day of che. lawfulneſso 'their miſ- 
| iſts of the 


; and theLayp fufficiency of che abſolu- 


tions, which the prieſts give on Ear Confeſſions, and of 


the Truth of the real preſence and Tranſubftanciation ; 


for unleſle the popiſh prieſts be prieſted by a lawfull Bi- 
ſhop, chi prtibood nut words ods unleGthe Lay 
papiſts be abſolved by a lawful prieſt, cheir abſolytion is 
worth nothing : and unlefſe the words of Conſecration 


be uttered by a lawful prieſt, iatent upon his buſineGgthere 
follows no ſubſtantial change in the Creatures of Bread 


$ and Wine. Now how can the prieſts be aſſured that they 


were priefted by lawful Biſhops : and how can Lay prieſts 
be aſſured that they-are: abſalved by lawful priefts, fince 
ne baveſcer, and they-maay- when. they pleaſe, ha, pope 

ane, 
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